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SUBJ: AAFLI SUPPORT OF ALEC 

1. PHILIPPINE SECRETARY OE LABOR OPLE REPORTEDLY SEEKING 
JAPANESE TRADE UNION SUPPORT EOR ASIAN LABOR EDUCATION 
CENTER (ALEC) OF UNIVERSITY OE PHILIPPINES. OPLE ALLEGED 
THAT AEL-CIO'S ASIAN AMERICAN FREE LABOR INSTITUTE (AAELI) 
PLANNING TO END EINANCIAL AID TO ALEC; AND THAT WOULD CREATE 
MAJOR PROBLEM EOR THE UNIVERSITY. EMB LABATT APPROACHED BY 
IMF-JC'S SETO TO DETERMINE WHETHER SUCH IS CASE. JAPANESE 
LABOR RELUCTANT TO ASK QUESTION OPENLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE 
NO INTENTION TO POACH ON AAELI TERRITORY. 

2. SETO'S IMPLICATION CLEAR THAT IE AAELI PLANS DENDING 
ITS SUPPORT, GOJ, POSSIBLY DIRECTLY, POSSIBLY THRU IME-JC 

OR SOME NEW ORGANIZATION, MIGHT BE WILLING TO ASSUME SOME 
RESPONSIBILITY EOR ALEC FINANCING. SUPPORT, SUCH AS PROVID- 
ING AIR FARES AND LIVING EXPENSES EOR ALEC PARTICIPANTS, 
EEASIBLE SAYS SETO BECAUSE LABOR MINISTRY HAS EUNDS AVAIL- 
ABLE IN EY 74 BUDGET EOR TRADE UNION ASSISTANCE IN DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRIES AND SUCH A PROJECT WOULD IMPROVE JAPANESE 
IMAGE IN EYES OE GOP AND LABOR MOVEMENTS IN SE ASIA. 
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3. IF DEPT DEEMS FEASIBLE, SUGGEST LOW-KEY APPROACH BE MADE 
TO AAFLI TO ASCERTAIN ITS PLANS ON CONTINUED ASSISTANCE TO 
ALEC. 

SHOESMITH 
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